Caenorhabditis elegans for the study of host-pathogen interactions.
The nematode worm Caenorhabditis elegans, for which the complete genome sequence is available, has several other advantages as an experimental system, and has already been widely used as a model for the study of vertebrate biology. Recent investigations have revealed that C. elegans could also be an extremely useful model system in the study of bacterial pathogenesis and have reinforced the notion that common virulence and host defence mechanisms exist.